
 

Dr. Robert A. Hunt was born in Dallas, Texas, in 1955. He 
earned a B.A. in History from the University of Texas at Austin 
and a Master of Theology from Perkins School of Theology 
(SMU). After serving as associate pastor at Bethany UMC in 
Austin, he and his wife, Lilian, moved to Southeast Asia, where 
he taught at Seminary Theology Malaysia and participated in the 
Malay Bible translation project. He earned a Ph.D. in History 
from the University of Malaya, focusing on Bible translation and 
Christian-Muslim relations. 

Dr. Hunt later taught World Religions at Trinity Theological College and served as pastor of 
the English-Speaking UMC in Vienna. Since 2004, he has been the Director of Global 
Theological Education and a Christian Mission and Interreligious Relations Professor at 
Perkins School of Theology, SMU. 

He is also a Fellow of the Tower Center and the Hunt Institute and a board member of the 
Inclusive Economy Consortium. His research explores the intersection of artificial 
intelligence and human identity, and he lectures widely on AI, world religions, and interfaith 
dialogue. He is the author of several books and articles on interreligious engagement and 
contemporary Muslim movements. 
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